A rare cause of cardiogenic shock: catecholamine cardiomyopathy of pheochromocytoma.
Pheochromocytoma is a rare catecholamine secreting tumor that accounts for about 0.04% of cases of hypertension. Other less common cardiovascular manifestations such as arrhythmias, angina pectoris, acute myocardial infarction, dilated cardiomyopathy, acute heart failure, and cardiogenic shock have occasionally been reported. We describe the case of a 32-year-old previously healthy male patient who died of cardiogenic shock within 10 hours of admission. Postmortem examination showed a catecholamine cardiomyopathy and a pheochromocytoma of the right adrenal gland. Pheochromocytoma with predominant epinephrine or dopamine secretion may take a hypotensive course. Sudden excessive catecholamine release can, as in the described case, cause cardiogenic shock.